The Guild for Dorothy Day

A Woman of The Gospel, Prayer, The Church. Works of Mercy. Justice, and Peace

Inspiri ng Imuge by Lourdes M. Ferrer

It's hard to imagine religion without e, for
the two have always been intertwined i a rich
history that makes it difficell to imaging one
without the other.

Almeost all religions, be it Judaism, lsiam.
Christianity, Buddhism, or Hinduizm, use vari-
ous art forms to glorify, celebrate. teach, and
inspire:

I the early years of Christianity, when mast
pecple were illiterate; artist representations
{paintings. sculpture, stained glass, ele,) were
used to help peopde better understand biblical
messages by bringing the stories to life, stimulat-
ing the viewers imagination. and bridging the
gap between the mortal and the spirtual,

This traditicn continues today as modern art-
ist use their extracrdinary talents to assist the
rest of us in renewing cur spirits and sxtending
our wision beyond our own surroundings to a
greater, more magnificent eternal werld.

The holy card {or praver card) is one of those
arl forms thal has a rich and wonderful history
within the Catholic faith. The first holy cards
date back to the sarly 159 century. These cards
were woodaut prints that provided those who
could not afferd custom artwork, a way lo have
rtheir own image of their patron saint,. Ower the
yaars, this tradition has evolved and changed.,
bul it still remains an important part of our
daily devations.

Keeping all this in mind, imagine the daun:-
ing task of selecting the image for a prayer card,
krowing the significance such irnages will carry
for those who will use it for orayer and medita-
fion, s nol until vou're called to this task that
one realizes that a picture is truly worth a thou-
sand words.

A% a consegquence,
designing the Dorothy
Day, Servant of God”
praver card tock much
tirme and consideration.
Bul as we zll know,
diving intervention is
an amazing thing. It
was while conternplat-
ing warious photo-
graphs of Dorathy, that
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| received a postcard invitation to an art exhibit
featuring paintings by artist Gecffrey Greukhs.

The painting featured on the frant of the posteard
wias a beautiful portrait of Daorathy Day, bathed
ir soft shades of blues and wearing a peaceful
expression thal louched me deeply, [t is this
painting that will grace the front of our prayer
card.

Im 2008, at the request of His Eminence Ed-
weard Cardinal Egan, Mr. Gneuhs painted bwo
copies of the original artwark, one of which was
given to The Guild by His Eminence,

BAr. Cmeuhs, whe is a member of the Guild's
Steering Commitlee, is a portrail and landscape
painter as well & a writer, |n the late 1970s he
werved as chaplain for the Cathaolic Worker in
Mew York City and as an associate editor of the
Catholic Worker newspaper from 1979 1o 1986,
He gave the eulogy-at Dorothy Day's funeral, He

is also a contributor to A Revolalion of the Heart:

Exsays cn the Catholic Worker (Temple University
Pressl. We are grateful that he has allowed s to
use his beautiful painting for the praver card.

The prayver card will be available by the end of
February. [f you weould like copies, please con-
tact me at lourdes. lerrer @archny. org,
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Manthly Masse: for the

May 18%, June 20%, July 11,

*  The Guild's membership
has grown to 291, We are
grateful for yvour dedication
and enthusiasm for the Cause
for Dorothy’s canonization.,
and for your willingness 1o
pray on behalf of the ower 149
prayer requests The Guild has
received,

intentions of The Guild for
Corothy Day are held on Lhe
second 3aturday of each
month 8l 5:00 a.m. in The
Lady's Chapel at 5t. Patrick’s
gthedral (Fifth Avenue and
Slst Street behind the main
altar.) Please join us, Future
dates are scheduled for Febru-
ary 14 March 14, April 18,

August 8, September 12,
Oetober 10, MNovember 14,
and December 12 {* Please
note: Dueto a scheduling
conflict, the indicated Masses
will be held on the third
Saturday of the menth.)

For those whia can nat at-
tend in person, please unite
with us i praver,

Pastulator of the Cause
for the Canomization of
Drarotine Day

Rew, Magr, Gregory Mustaciuola
Stesring Comaittes

Deazon Tom Corneil®
Robert Ellsoerg

Robert GHliam

Ceoffrey B, Griedns™
Martha Hennessy
Kathleer, Jordan

Patrick lozcan™

Anne Made Kaung
Meznrad Schierer-Emonds
Mt Rev. Dennlds Sullivan
Raw. Magr, Kewin Sullivan
Loubse Dwick®

Mark Swick™

Cenrge B, Horton®

* Executive Commiftes
Coordinatar

Lenarddes M. Ferrar

If wou would like informa-
tien regarding The Guild
for Dorathy Day or would
like to become a member,
please contact us at:

The Guild for Dorothy Day
1011 First Avenue, 12th FL
Mew York, NY 100224112
Phone: (212) 371- 100 x2474
Fax: {212y 319-0405

FEmail:

lourdes. [erren@archny.org

We're on the
Web!

dorothydayguild.org




Dorothy’s Diaries and Letters .y zoser sisbers

Dorothy Day's diaries and letters are
parl of the special Dorothy Day-Calhelic
Worker Collection housed at Marguette
University. These personal writings were
sealed for twenty-five wears after har
death in 1980, In 2005 [ was invited o
edit and prepare these papers for publics-
tion, In some ways this project has felt
like & continuation of the assignment
Dorothy gave me more than thirty vears
ago when she asked me (o serve 2 man-
aging edilor of The Catholic Worker
newspaper. | was 20 at the time, and had
no evident experience or qualifications
tor the job. But Dorothy had a special
ability to discern and encourage peaple’s
gifts and talents, Little could [ have imag-
ined, ther, that she was pointing me in
the dirsction of my lile’s work and voss-
tiern,

The Duty of
Defighit: The
Naries of Dora.
Hay Dayweas
priblished last
wear by har-
guetle Lniver-
sity Press. The
title was sug-
sested by a ling
thal Dorothy
oflen repeated
to herself, some-
times following
a recital of sorrows and drudgery, | think
il suinmed up her spirtluality, 10 was a
rerminder {o find God in all things—naot
just inowhat was pleasant or delightful,
but alse in hardship and suffering. 3he
knew both in abundance. One is struck
Loy the strain and worry that was part of
et fife asnong the very poor, And ane (s
also struck by how much she was sus-

DUTY of DELIGHT
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Decothy Dav

tained in this work by an extraocrdinany
discipline of prayer,

Darothy attendad daily Mass, rising at
dawn to begin the day with orayer and
reflection on Scripture. Her diaries are
filled with references (o pilgrimage, fast-
ing. retreats, novenas, and other devo-
tions, Thiswas the fabric of her spiritual-
ity. But the real exercise of her faith was
nat in church or or her knees, It wasin
her daily effort to be more forgiving.
more charitable, mors patient. This did
niol simply come naturally, The diaries
are {illed with self-reproach over her tem-
per. her tendency to judgment and self-
righteousness.

But it was also this exercise of fzith
through the little tasks and duties of daily
life that prepared her couragecus witness
in response T the public challenges of her
clay—her response (o war, her repested
jailing for acls of civil disobedience, and
her public stands on matters of sodal jus-
tice.

It is hard to imagine anyone reading
these diartes without concluding that this
was a noky woman whose lile was de-
fined by extraordinary faith, hope, and
active love. These diaries portray &
wioman who made her life 2 daily offer-
ing to God. And vet her writing alse
enlarges cur understanding of holines—
expecially the tendency to see sainis a:z
perfect or somehow other than fully hu-
man. Thess diaries confirm Thomas Mer-
ton’s observation that sanctity is a matter
of being mare fully human, which impliss
“a greater capadily for congern, Tor suffer-
ing, for understanding, for sympathy, and
also for humar, for joy. for appreciaticn
for the good and Seautiful-thing: of i
That could well stand as 3 description of

The Duty of Delight,

Mow [ am in the midsl of editing
Dorothy's letters, a project that presents
its cwn challenges. Although there are
many hundreds of her letters available in
the archives, thic is surely a small percent-
zge of her total correspondence, She
rarely kept carbons, and so the callection
relies on the care of those correspondents
who preserved her letters and were gen-
erous enough (o make them available to
the archives,

There are wonderful treasures in these
letiers, including her early letters to
Forster Batterham. the father of her
daughter Tamar, as well as to other fam:
ily members. prominent church leaders,
peace activists, and members of the ex-
tended Catholic Worker family. No
doubt they greatly expand our knowl-
edge of her personality. her faith, and her
prophetic witness. |'m sure they will be
read long into the future, net just asa
window into the mind and heart of
Dorothy Day, but as a spiritual document
ol enormous Sgnificance, As L work an
transcribing these letiers | continue to
seek out and pursue ciher sources. Per-
haps ameng those now reading these
wiords there may be readers who possess
such letters and are willing to share them.

Wil you help? Please conlacl me ¢fo of
The Cuild. or contact Phil Bunkel. Archi-
wist, at Raynor Memaorial Libraries, 1355
WL Wisconsin Avenue, Milwaukee W
53233,

Rober Elibers ir the editor-in-chief of Orbid
Books Fir work on the diatier and fotters of
Daroisy Jay har besn partly funded by ihe
Archgiocsss of Néw' Tork,
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